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SUBJECT: ADDITIONAL COMMENTS ON TRUDEAU NEW YEAR'S 
INTERVIEW 

REF: OTTAWA 14 

1 . SUMMARY: BASED ON REPORTS FROM ALL THE CONSULATES 
GENERAL AND PROM SUBSEQUENT MEDIA COVERAGE, IT IS 
EVIDENT THAT TRUDEAU'S REMARKS ON POSSIBLE USE OP PORCE 
IN QUEBEC HAVE PRODUCED STRONGLY MIXED REACTIONS. BY 
THESE COMMENTS, THE PRIME MINISTER MAY HAVE GAINED SOME 
GROUND AMONG RED-NECK ELEMENTS IN ENGLISH-SPEAKING 
CANADA, BUT HE WAS CRITICIZED BY SEVERAL WESTERN 
PREMIERS AND A NUMBER OP EDITORIALISTS AND NEWSPAPER 
COMMENTATORS, NOT BECAUSE OP THE SUBSTANCE OP HIS 
REMARKS, BUT POR RESPONDING AT ALL TO A HYPOTHETICAL 
QUESTION OR FOR REFERRING IN HIS ANSWER TO THE WAR 
MEASURES ACT AND THE PLQ CRISIS OP 1970. THE CONSULATES 
GENERAL IN QUEBEC CITY AND MONTREAL BELIEVE THAT 
TRUDEAU'S RESPONSE CAN EASILY BE EXPLOITED BY THE PARTI 
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QUEBECOIS (PQ). BOTH THESE POSTS, AS WE DO, ALSO REGARD 
AS WISHPUL THINKING TRUDEAU'S ASSERTIONS THAT PQ IS 
NOW ON THE DEPENSIVE AND THAT IT HAS SUPPERED "FAILURE 
APTER PAILURE" OVER THE PAST YEAR. END SUMMARY. 

2. THOUGH PHILLIPS' INTERVIEW WITH TRUDEAU WAS BROAD- 
CAST NATIONALLY, IT ATTRACTED ONLY MODERATE MEDIA 
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ATTENTION, PERHAPS BECAUSE IT OCCURRED OVER LONG 
HOLIDAY WEEKEND AND BECAUSE, WITH ONE NOTABLE EXCEPTION, 
PRIME MINISTER ESSENTIALLY REPEATED HIS WELL-KNOWN VIEWS 
ON NATIONAL UNITY, CONSTITUTIONAL REEORM, AND THE 
ECONOMY. EXCEPTION WAS TRUDEAU'S ANSWER TO PHILLIPS' 
HYPOTHETICAL QUESTION ABOUT HOW EEDERAL GOVERNMENT WOULD 
RESPOND IP PARTI QUEBECOIS GOVERNMENT UNILATERALLY 
DECLARED INDEPENDENCE OR COMMITTED SOME OTHER ILLEGAL 
ACT. PRIME MINISTER'S INDICATION THAT HE WOULD NOT BE 
"SHY ABOUT USING THE SWORD", AS HE DID DURING 1970 PLQ 
CRISIS, IMMEDIATELY ATTRACTED MEDIA ATTENTION AND WAS 
GENERALLY REPORTED OUT OP CONTEXT. 

3. PUBLIC REACTION TO THESE REMARKS WAS DISTINCTLY 
MIXED. SOME OBSERVERS PELT THAT THEY HAD A PAVORABLE 
IMPACT AMONG RED-NECK ELEMENTS, PARTICULARLY IN THE 
WEST, WHO ARE BIGOTED IN THEIR ATTITUDE TOWARDS 
PRENCH-CANADIANS. AS CONSULATE GENERAL WINNIPEG 
REPORTED, "NEARLY EVERYBODY THOUGHT (TRUDEAU'S COMMENTS) 
WOULD DO NOTHING BUT HELP HIM IN THE CANADIAN WEST AT 

THE TIME OP THE NEXT EEDERAL ELECTIONS." 

4. ON OTHER HAND, PREMIERS BLAKENEY, LOUGHEED, AND 
BENNETT INDIVIDUALLY CRITICIZED THE PRIME MINISTER'S 
REMARKS. THOUGH THEY DID NOT TAKE ISSUE WITH THE 
SUBSTANCE OP WHAT HE SAID, THEY DID QUESTION THE 
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ADVISABILITY OF HIS ANSWERING THE HYPOTHETICAL QUESTION 
AND HIS REPERRING TO THE PLQ CRISIS OF 1970. SIMILAR 
CRITICISM WAS ALSO MADE BY EDITORIALISTS AND COMMENTA- 
TORS IN A NUMBER OP NEWSPAPERS, INCLUDING THE TORONTO 
GLOBE AND MAIL, THE OTTAWA JOURNAL, OTTAWA CITIZEN, 

THE MONTREAL GAZETTE, THE TORONTO SUN, THE WINNIPEG 
TRIBUNE, AND THE VANCOUVER SUN AND PROVINCE. 

5. WHETHER OR NOT TRUDEAU GAINED ANY POLITICAL GROUND 
IN ENGLISH-SPEAKING CANADA BY HIS REMARKS ON THE 
POSSIBLE USE OP PORCE, IT IS CLEAR THAT THESE REMARKS 
HAD A GENERALLY NEGATIVE IMPACT IN QUEBEC. AS MOST PQ 
LEADERS WERE OUT OP TOWN, THERE WAS NO IMMEDIATE 
REACTION PROM QUEBEC CITY BEYOND CLAUDE MORIN'S 
COMMENT THAT "THE PEOPLE OF QUEBEC HAVE A DEMOCRATIC 
RIGHT TO SELP-DETERMINATION, REGARDLESS OF WHAT 

MR. TRUDEAU SAYS." AS THE CONSULATES GENERAL IN MONTREAL 
AND QUEBEC CITY REPORTED, HOWEVER, TRUDEAU HAS LEFT 
HIMSELF WIDE OPEN TO ACCUSATIONS OP BEING AUTHORITARIAN 
AND ANTI-DEMOCRATIC, BOTH PAVORITE PQ THEMES. 

6. BOTH THESE POSTS ALSO REGARDED AS WISHFUL THINKING 
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THE PRIME MINISTER'S ASSERTIONS THAT THE PQ IS NOW 
ON THE DEFENSIVE AND THAT IT HAS SUFFERED "FAILURE 
AFTER FAILURE" OVER PAST YEAR. WHILE THE PQ HAS 
MANAGED TO ALIENATE IMPORTANT SEGMENTS OF QUEBEC 
SOCIETY, IT IS STILL FAVORABLY REGARDED BY MOST 
QUEBECOIS AND LEVESQUE'S PERSONAL POPULARITY REMAINS 
HIGH. MAJOR UNCERTAINTY IS STATE OF ECONOMY AND, 
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THOUGH PQ SEEMS TO HAVE GOTTEN AWAY WITH ITS LINE THAT 
THE ECONOMY IS IN POOR SHAPE THROUGHOUT CANADA, THIS 
ARGUMENT MAY WEAR THIN OVER TIME. 

7. MARC LALONDE, MINISTER OF STATE FOR FEDERAL- 
PROVINCIAL RELATIONS, AND GORDON ROBERTSON, SECRETARY 
TO THE CABINET FOR FEDERAL-PROVINCIAL RELATIONS, 
SEPARATELY INDICATED TO THE AMBASSADOR THAT TRUDEAU 
HAD NOT PLANNED TO GET INTO THE ISSUE OF POSSIBLE 
USE OF FORCE IN QUEBEC, BUT HAD DONE SO ONLY IN 
RESPONSE TO PHILLIPS' HYPOTHETICAL QUESTION. BOTH 
SITUATE TRUDEAU'S REMARKS IN THE CONTEXT OF "PHASE 
TWO" OF TRUDEAU'S QUEBEC STRATEGY-GOING OVER TO THE 
ATTACK-BUT ADMIT THAT HE DIDN'T GET MUCH OUT OF THE 
OPERATION. ENDERS 
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